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An Update From The
Commissioner....

Dear District 1 Residents:

Through this newsletter, we hope to inform
you of ongoing efforts in District 1.

We have been planning and writing specs
on road base for various projects planned for
this summer. You can read about those later
in this issue.

We feel it is tmportant to build a good base
on any road. Forming a sound base will make
roads upgradeable in the future, without hav-
ing to completely rebuiid.

Our goal is to perform the base work, then
cover it with chip and seal or asphalt. Since
asphalt Is so expensive, we've determined we
can do chemical base and chip and seal more
affordably. Chip and seal can later be up-
graded into asphalt, as money and demand
deem necessary.

We want to build, not just for the present,
but with the future in mind, constructing
roads that provide lasting benefit and require
minimal maintenance.
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We also continue to perform routine road
maintenance as time, money and manpower
allow. One ongoing effort has been to remove
trees and brush which encroach into the
roadway from the right of way.

Trees grow about six or more inches per
year, and not only taller, but wider. As a re-
sult, perception at night is that the road is

more narrow than it actually is. This fends to
force traffic to the center of the road, resuit-
ing in ruts, potholes and motorist endanger-
ment.

At intersections, we're also trying to keep
the weeds down for better visibility and safety,
as well as improved appearance.

Read on for more District | news...

BRIDGE IMPROVEMENT
IN PROGRESS

Academy Bridge to be Replaced

Building a bridge of sizeable proportion
requires a lot of paperwork and a lot of
patience. It's a lengthy process we are learning,

Academy Bridge over Cottonwood Creek is
scheduled for replacement this year, but before
we get the bridge, we have to do the homework.

Preparing for construction inchudes getting
Initial and final plans from the county
engineer, securing environmental clearance
{which can take up to six months}, conducting
a title search for information on ownership of
right of way easements, and securing utility
relocation-—phus more that we don't have room
to mention,

Once that is done, ODOT sends the project
to bid, selects a contractor, and work begins.

Currently we are walting on right of way
acquisition so we can proceed. If no
complications arise, citizens of Logan County
may expect a larger and better bridge by
2005,~one that will accomodate trucks ang
even farm machinery.



Road Projects To Begin__ _
With Stabilization

Soil stabilization is a must on road
fmprovement projects. It 1s usually completed
by adding fly ash, kiln dust or lime to the
existing gravel or chip seal surface. The road
is then ground and mixed with chemicals and
watered to produce a hard base,

Stabilization increases the cost of upgrading
a road, but ensures a longlasting roadway
improvement. Without it, the new roadway
falls victim to the base problems of the old.
Western Avenue is a perfect example of this.

In an ongoing effort to best serve the citizens
of District 1, each month we have been {rying
to retain enough in our M&O account 1o
eventually finance some major improvement
projects. Among the planned projects are
upgrades on Kelly, Simpson, and Macarthur.

We have just concluded the bid process on
soil stabilization for these roads. Soon we hope
to begin improvements, as time, money and
weather allow.

Other planned upgrades include Council
Rd., using Industrial Access Funds, Country
Home Estates, using REAP funds, and
resurfacing Sooner Road, using STP funds,
scheduled for 2005,

Surface Transportation Program (STP)
funds, (the same funds to be used on Sooner
Road) are designed for roadway projects on
the county’s major and minor collector system.
The county is allowed to apply for these each
year, and, I funded, must supplement the
funding with an 80/20 match. Funded
projects use 80% federal money and 20% local
funds.

In order to be eligible to apply for these
funds, we must have money on hand for
meeting the match requirements. That is why
over the past several months, we've worked to
save In order to make some sizeable
improvements this summer, and to meet the
match on any grants which may be awarded
to District 1.

i If you apprecinte receiving this newsletter, i
i we would be happy to hear from you.
Please give us « call at 282-3581. i
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Storm Shelter
Installation Continues

As of this date, FEMA has processed the
paperwork for 122 storm shelters installed
by District 1 residents.

Bach of the three districts in Logan County
were allowed 166 shelter applications.

Many who signed up from Distict 1 have
followed through on installation, and received
the benefit of a $1500 rebate.

REAP Applications
Submitted
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By the March 19 deadline, eight Rural Eco-
nomic Action Plan (REAP) grants were submit-
ted from District 1. These included applications
from Cedar Valley, Country View Estates, Davis
Glenn Estates, Evergreen, F.ALO.F. #4-5mok-
ing Oaks, Kanaly's Big Sky, Simpson Rd., and
Timberlake Addition.

All of the applications were for road improve-
ment projects and most were compiled by indi-
viduals on behalf of Homeowner’'s Associations.

REAP grants are for Community Development
or Transportation projects. Funds are awarded
by the Association of Central Oklahoma Gov-
ernments {ACOG) Board of Directors, and are
based on need, population and local effort

Applications are evaluated on cost effective-
ness, health, safety and economic impacts, the
degree to which the proposed project meets leg-
islative intent, and the applicant’s readiness to
proceed. Results of this year's grant awards
should be available by the end of May.

Increase Expected in

S
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Indications are that Reap
Funding for 2005 will
increase to $775,000. An administrative fee
of 5% is deducted from that, but the amount
is still considerably higher than the
approximate $285,000 available in 2004.



Bridge Improvement ;

Broken planks and a ruptured
backwall indicate that a bridge on
Triplett, one-half mtle east of County
Linc Road, was duc [or improvement.

District 1 county workers
dismantie the damaged bridge
and prepare {o replace it with a

{rain car culvert.
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A road grader and backhoe were
used to roll the train car
into position.

Construction complete,
—ready for use.
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Effort Made to Televise
Commissioner Mectings

At the Mar. 31, 2004, Board of Comunis-
sioners meeting, Commissioner Sharpton
introduced a resolution to televise all Com-
missioner meetings on the Guthrie Govern-
ment Access Cable Channel (20).

Commissioner Sharpton offered to pur-
chase a video camera to record the meetings,
hoping to make it easier for average citizens
to participate in county government.

Unfortunately, the motion died for lack of
a second. In the future, we hope the public
will have an opportunity through this means
to learn more about what is happening in
county government, and how it works.

Thanks!

When the mail arrived the other day, we
opened it to find a big thank you card from
the members of a District 1 Homeowners'
Assoclation.

It made our day as we read the warm words
of appreciation for work we had recently done.
The card was passed from one employee to
the next, and then posted for all to see.

We tell you this to let you know that the
time you take to say "thanks” makes all of us
at District 1 even more eager to please. We
are here to serve, and your words of
appreciation make our labor especially
rewarding.
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Citizens of Logan County have the opportunity
to attend Board of County Commissioners'
Meetings. These are held at 10 a.m., three times a
month, at the Courthouse Annex, 312 E, Harrison,
(across the sitreet and neorth of Logan County
Courthouse} in the Commissioners' Conference
Room.

Time Is set aslde during the first meeting of
each month for citizens to be heard. Meetings are
scheduled as follows:
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June July August

Mon. -June 7 | Tues. -July 6 | Mon.-Aug. 2
Mon. -June 21} Mon. -July 19 Mon.-Aug. 16
Wed. -June 30| Fri. -July 30 | Tues.-Aug. 31
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County Offices Will Be Closed

Monday. May 31 - Memorial Day
Monday, July 5 - Independence Day

IDistriet | Mswrs... is published by the office of
Commissioner Mark Sharpton. Commissioner
Sharpton's office is located at 2315 S.W. 19th,
Guthrie, and an "open door” policy is in effect.

Conatituents are abways welcome to drop by, call
282-3581 or e-mail the District 1 office at
marksharpton@sbeglobal.net. Hours are 8:00 a.o.
to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Commissioner Mark Sharpton
Logan County District 1

2315 S.W., 19th

Guthrie, OK 73044

(405) 282-3581
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