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County's Portion of Sooner
Road Repaved From Waterloo
to Seward Road

Dear Commissioner Sharpton:

Tjust wanted to drop you a few lines to let
you know how rmuch I appreciate the improve-
ments on Soorner Road.

Even though I live in Edmond, I often use
Sooner Road to go to Guthrie. It used to be
bumpy and pretty rough to travel. Now it is a
genuine pileasure to travel the portion com-
pleted. The road is so even and smooth. You
sure must have g fine, experienced road crew
to have done such a beaut{ful job.

I just wanted you to know how rmuch I ap-
preciate your efforts In getting the job dore,
as I know many others do too. Keep up the
good work.

Sincerely,
Albert W, Parker

s et men,

Letters like the one above are a pleasure
to recetve. We appreciate Mr. Parker for taking
the time to write to us at District 1 and for
giving us permission to share his letter.

While we enjoy the compliment about
Sooner Road, it is only fair to acknowledge
others whose oversight and workmanship
gave us a road we can be proud of. Included
in that are engineering consultants, ODOT
officials and Haskell Lemon Construction
Company.

Most importantly, it was YOUR tax money
that paid for the project. People sometimes
forget that "federal funds”" for road
improvements, such as the one for Sooner,
come right out of taxpayer pockets.
Government entities simply provide
distribution and oversight of funding.

The process for obtaining federal funds is
complex. Part of this is due to the checks and
balances in the system which ensure
accountability and protect citizens' rights.
Some delays, however, are due to government
mandates and regulations.

When a county requests federal aid for
maijor road improvements, the project must
meet federal, environmental, and right of way
requirements., Standards must be met for
roadway width, width of shoulder, thickness
of base and surface paving.

The first step in meeting requirements for
repaving Sooner Road began in 2002, when
an application was approved to fund the
project through the STP, {Surface
Transportation Prograim).

The remainder of the process required to
complete the project is lustrated on page 2.
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(continued from page 1)

How the process works...

Requirements for Using STP Funds for
Road Construction and Maintenance

Every year the federal government sends
money to each state to assist counties with
road construction and maintenance.

In Oklahoma, ODOT administers the
money through the Surface Transportation
Program (STP). Each year, approximately six
million dollars are available in this fund for
the county highway system.

ODOT and the Association of County
Commissioners of Oklahoma have developed
a ranking procedure for counties to apply for
these funds. Once a county has been
approved for funding, a Commissioner must
do the following;:

1. Program the project by passing a 1)
resolution and submitting it to ODOT.

2. Hire an Engineer.

3, Request that the engineer submit plans fo ODOT
for a Plan-in-Hand Inspection. (ODOT sets a meet-
ing date and notifies the Commissioner.)

4, Meet with ODOT at the project site
for the Plan-in-Hand meeting.

5. Ask the engineer to adjust plans according 1o
the Plan-in-Hand Meeting and develop Right of
Way plans for ODOT approval. Obtain environmen-
tal clearance.

6.Contact utility companies about relocations.

7. Obtain Right of Way to construct the project.
Right of Way Division reviews signed documents
obtained by the Commissioner and approves
them.

8. Request the engineer to submit preliminary
plans to ODOT. Final corrections are
made and approved.

9.The project goes to bid under the oversight of
ODOT and the county pays its share of costs.

10. ODOT issues a work order for the contactor,
who begins the project. ODOT handles the
construction inspection by hiring an engineer or
using their own field personnel.

And finally, the citizens enjoy
a road improvement!
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9-1-1 Vote Leads to
Road Naming Resolution by
Board of Commissioners
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On December 13, 2005, an election was
held so the public could vote on whether to
upgrade the 9-1-1 system in our area.

In Logan County, there were two
propositions, one to provide 9-1-1 service to
parts of the county not presently served, which
passed with 1,409 "Yes" votes, or 75.9%, and
proposition 2, the cell phoné bill, which passed
with 621 "Yes" votes, or 73.3%.

Implementation of the system is expected
to take 12 to 18 months. Staff at the
Association of Central Oklahoma
Governments (ACOG) are already working on
9-1-1 addressing. Early this year they met with
Logan County Commissioners to discuss the
need for road name clarification.

As a result, the Commissioners passed a
resolution on Jan. 17, 2006, that all road
names must be approved by ACOG 9-1-1 staff
prior to new plats being approved. The purpose
of the policy is to reduce confusion over
duplication of street names, which sometimes
presents a problem for emergency responders.

For more information about the resolution
and road naming rules adopted by the
Commission, contact this office at 282-3581.

Calendar of County
Commissioner Meetings

| August |

Mon..... Aug. 7
Tues.....Aug. 15
Mon..... Aug. 21
Thurs... Aug. 31

| July |

Mon..... July 3
| jg ¢ REREEE July 14
Mon..... July 17
Mon..... July 31

|JuneJ

Mon..... June 5
Thurs...June 15
Mon..... June 19
Fri........June 30

The Logan County Board of Commissioners
meet in the conference room of the courthouse
annex at 312 E. Harrison, Guthrie. Meetings
are open to the public.

Those who have an issue to bring before the
board may do so during the first meeting of
the month when time is offered for citizens to
speak. Meetings begin at 9 a.m., except for
the last meeting of the month, which begins
at 10 a.m.



Questions

Frequently Asked ()?
L 4
*

Some of this information has been published
in previous newsletters, but since we update
our mailing st from time to time, it is included
again _for the benefit of new readers.

Question:
Can I buy a tinhorn_from the county, and will
the county install it for me?

Answer:

The county does not sell inhorns, but we
can instail them, only on county right-of-way.
You must purchase the tinhorn yourself. In-
stallation depends on the weather and the
work schedule of our road crew. \ ,{ )

Question:
Does my property tax go
toward road maintenance?

Answer:

NO! Property tax does niot go
toward road improvements. This

is a common misconception. Property tax is
used for schools, vocational-technical educa-
tion, and city and county government. Schools
receive the largest share of property tax. In
Logan County, the breakdown is approximately
as follows,

s 57.5 mills go to Schools
l 10.24 mills go to the

County General Fund
» 2.56 mills go to the
County Health Department
(The general fund includes courthouse upkeep

and utilities, supplies for the jail and salaries
for elected officials).

Exceptions: Those who live in an area des-
ignated as a road improvement district, such
as Evergreen Hills, Sherwood Lane or Oak
Springs, pay additional property tax. Tax is
also collected for some rural fire departments
and for EMS. Rates differ from area to area
based on these factors.

A breakdown of where your property tax goes
is reflected on the annual tax statement sent
to you by the Logan County Treasurer's office.

Question:
If property tax does not pay for road main-
tenance, then what does?

Answer:

Road maintenance money, or "Highway

Cash,"” comes from fuel tax, motor vehicle col-
lections and gross production tax (the tax on
oil, gas, asphalt and ores).
" Each month the Tax Commission appor-
tions this money to the county through the
treasurer's office, using a complex formula
for dividing the funds among the 77 coun-
ties. Contrary to common belief, the amount
of cash the county recetves for road mainte-
nance does not depend on where a person
purchases fuel.

Question:
How do you decide which roads get paved?

Answer:

Factors for making major road improve-
ments include average daily traffic counts,
population, safety issues, the number of fa-
talities or injuries, whether the road is a
school bus route and how it connects to other
roadways.

Priorities in paving change constantly be-
cause of development within the county. We
are always playing catch-up to keep pace with
new growth. In fact, from 2000 through 2005,
District 1 gained 22 new housing additions.

Our preference would be to upgrade every
public road in the county if we could, but
funding is always an issue. Since District 1
receives an average of only 845,000 a month
for road maintenance, major road improve-
ments are next to impossible without addi-
tional funding.

That's why the statf at District 1 works tire-
lessly to identify funding resources and to
follow through on acquiring what we need.

Various projects have been completed us-
ing tederal and state funds, REAP grants, In-
dustrial Access Funds and donations from
Homeowners Assoctations. Citizens have also
donated to the county for specific road im-
provements. Their donations are authorized
under Oklahoma Statute 60, Section 390,

As a result, by year's end, over 27 miles
will have been resurfaced in District 1
since Commissioner Sharpton took office.



"Poor Diane," the staff at District 1 mutters
sympathetically each year. "It's that time
again.”

Diane McCullough, Projects Coordinator for
the Association of Central Oklahoma
Governments (ACOG) in Oklahoma City, is the
recipient of our annual delivery of "Please give
us money" applications. We innundate her with
a pile of REAP paperwork that mirrors the
image of the graphic above, and yet she smiles
at us. This year, District 1 set a record by
submitting 20 applications by the January
20th deadline.

What is REAP?
(Rural Economic Action Program)

Each year, as funds are available, the
Oklahoma Legislature appropriates money into
REAP. This year, $736,250 was available for
grants of up to $50,000 each for economic
development and transportation projects
which are awarded through ACOG.

In the Economic Development category,
entities can apply for the construction of
telecommunication systems, rural water
projects, emergency communication systems
and sewer or solid waste projects, to name a
few.

Road and bridge construction are projects
entities may apply for in the Transportation
Category.

Applicants can apply in both categories but
only one grant per category per entity is
allowed each vear.

Applications are ranked using a point
system based on need, cost effectiveness,
economic tmpact and health and safety
issues. Since REAP grants are for rural
development, areas with lower populations
rank higher. Entities whose projects score the
highest are awarded funding. This year,
applications were submitted for the following:

Tranportation Economic
Projects Development
. Cedar Valley Traffic Signs
Country Home Fuel Pump Upgrades
Country View
Echo Lakes [
Evergreen Hills REAP grant
Forrest Hills Rd. awards were
Green (aks announced at
Kanaly's Big Sky the ACOG Board
Mfﬁf“h}zﬁ;’d- of Directors
rac ‘
Oakoliff Estates meeting on
One Penn Place Thursday,
Pefifisylvania Ave. March 30, 2006
. Piiﬂz Ave. rd The results
rairie Grove Rd.
Sherwood Lit. below.
Simpson Rd.
Valley View Estates
Smoking Oaks-FAIOF#4

District 1 received a grant for $50,000
toward an asphalt overlay on one mile of
Pennsylvania south of Hwy 33, and a grant
of $11,510.32 for the purchase and in-
stallation of roadway signs between Hwy 74
and County Line Road. The township of Cedar
Valley was awarded $50,000 for repair on
Canyon Road.

Since 2003, Logan County District 1
residents have benefited from a total of
$321,401.62 in REAP awards.

%‘Mwmmmmmwmwm
v o s e e mn e v CuUrrent Road Improvement COSLS  mm wm mm mm w ww m v we
We frequently receive calls at District 1 from citizens inquiring about road paving costs. Costs
increased by 36% in the last six months due to the jump in oil and fuel prices. A 12% increase
is expected in the near future. Here are paving prices, current through June 30th, 2006. Figures

do not include stabilization costs.
Asphalt (20’ Road Width) (22' Width) (24’ Width)
Paving Depth  Per Mile  Per Mile Per Mile

12" $48.400  $52,720 $57.519
oA $63.855 $70.290  $76,675.50
3" $95832 $105435 $114.988.30

(20 Road Widih) (22 Width) (24’ Width)
Chip Seal Per Mile Per Mile  Per Mile
Single Layer  $14,724.92 $16,197.03 $17.670.40

Double Layer $28.849.84 $31,794.06 $34,704.80
o e o
Prime Qil $5.866.50 $6.453.00 $7,040.00
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District 1 Improvements

Listed below are specific improvernents in Dis- Industrial Access Funds,
trict | since Commissioner Sharpton took office Funding for District 1 is now at 28.3%. District
in 2003, This list does not include routine main- 2 receives 31.7%. and 40% goes to District 3,
tenance, though historically, counties in Oklahoma have di-

In spite of the fact that funding for the district vided highway cash equally by thirds. A return to
was cut from 33% to 18% in November 2002, this practice would enabie us to accomplish even
much has been accomplished, more for residents of District 1, and ultimately,

As noted below, several of these projects were would benefit the entire county through new growth
made possible through a joint effort of the county revenue. Enacting such change, however, requires
and varfous Homeowners Associations, private approval by a majority of the Logan County Board
donations, developers, and through REAP and of Commissioners.

Legend: {Hi=Homeowners Association contributed to project  {8TPl=Surface Transportation Funds
{Ci=Citizen donation/joint effort with county  {RI=REAP funds used in project
{li=Industrial Access Funds {D}=Developer donated improvement (No code indicates project was county-funded)

Rosd Improvements
(2004}

- Council Rd. - 1 1/2 miles of
gravel upgraded to asphatlt {1}

- Macarthur Bivd. - 1 mile of
gravel upgraded to double-layer
chip-seal (H)

- Kelley - 1 mile of gravel up-
graded to double-layer chip-seal

- Simpson - 1 1/2 miles of gravel
upgraded te double-layer chip-
seal

- Bryant - 1/2 mile of gravel up-
graded to asphalt {D}

- Dreesen - /2 mile new road-
way constructed just west of RR
tracks

- Country Home Estates -1 1/2
miles of gravel upgraded to
single-layer chip-seal (R}

- Kanaly's Big Sky- 1 mile
overlay with single-layer

chip-seal (H}
Aﬁa

Road Improvements
{2005}

T mmmmm———T

Funding Facts

Since 2003, District 1 has
received a total of $321,401.62
in REAP grants,
8360,000 in STP funds,
$100.000 in Industrial
Access Funds,
Railroad Safety Upgrades
totaling $601,648.
a 820,000 grant from ACCO for
a new brush chipper, and
FEMA funds for 187
storm shelters

- Whitehouse Rd. - 1 mile of as-
phalt overlay, (R), and Cedar Val-
ley Township

- Booner Rd. - 5 miles of asphalt
overlay (S5TP)

- Charter Qak - 1 mile of gravel
upgraded to asphalt {C)

- Western Ave. - 3 miles of asphalt
overlay

- Davis CHenn Estates - 2 1/2
miles Improved with gravel (R)

- Timberlake Estates - 1 1/4 miles
of gravel upgraded to asphalt (R
and H)

---n_—m_m-—1

L-“-‘“—ﬂm-_““

r“-

{2006)

- May Ave. - 1 mie of asphalt
overlay. {R}, assisted by Cedar
Valley

- Bryant/Charter Oak - 1.1 miles
of gravel upgraded to asphalt

ROADS RESURFACED In District
#1 from 2003 through May 2006
equal over 24 miles of improve-

- Charter Oak - T 1/2 miles of ments, By year's end, that number
averlay with single-layer chip-seal should increase to over 27 miles.

- Seward Rd. - .635 mile of over- {Total miles do not include 1/2
lay with single-layer chip-seal ; mile construction of Dreesen Rd.

for 2 1/2 miles of REAP gravel

- Broadway - .64 mile of overlay improvements in Davis Glenn Est.

with single-layer chip-seal
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Bridge Improvements
Since 2003

A |

A previous page in this publication listed
road improvements in District 1 since 2003.
The following list identifies bridge
improvements during the same time frame,
with most being beyond the scope of routine
maintenance.

(2003) Bridge on Charter Qak Rd. between
May and Pennsylvania—Wooden deck
completely replaced with reinforced concrete.

(2003} Bridge on Industrial Rd. between Penn
and Western—Installation of new guardrails

and signage.
{2004) Bridge on Triplett between County

Line Rd. and Council—Wooden bridge
replaced by train car culvert.

(2004) Bridge on Simmons just west of
Broadway--Inadequate pipe replaced with
train car culvert.

(2005] Bridge on Western Ave. between Camp
Rd. and Seward Rd. Replaced collapsing
concrete WPA bridge with pipe.

(2006) Bridge on Academy between Triplett
and Camp Road. Replaced 1920's bridge with
new concrete structure. {See related photos
in this issue.)

e e e Ty

There are more...
Projects in the Making

Bridge #1356 on Simpson Rd., between
Broadway and Relley, is scheduled for
replacement in 2009. Environmental
clearance is complete and we are awaiting a
plan-in-hand meeting.

Bridge #152 on Council Rd. between Charter
Oak and Simpson is a wooden structure
scheduled for replacement as soon as
clearances are obtained. We are presently
working with engineers on this project.

Bridge #182 on Broadway at Camp Rd. is a
functionally obsolete bridge which will be
replaced with a wider concrete structure. This
itmprovement is planned for 2008,

Announcing....
Five-Mile

Improvement
Coming to
Broadway

s
"Smooth satlin’
coming yowr way.”

If you've traveled on Sooner Road recently
from Seward Road south to Waterloo, you
probably appreciate the smooth ride. That's
what we anticipate when the time rolls around
for a similay improvernent on Broadway.

Thanks to the approval of our application
for funding through the Surface Trans-
portation Program, a 1. 2 miilion dollar asphalt
overlay from Seward Road south to Waterloo
is scheduled for the vear 2010, or earlier.

On a Personal Note...

On the days when the madl arrives and [ open it
te find a note of thanks from some grafeful resident,
it makes the work here at District 1 very rewarding.
I pust those notes on the bulletin board so the crew
can see them and know that their efforts really do
make a difference.

One of the questions I ask job applicants who
come in locking for a job is this, "Who do we work
Jor?" The answers vary, but my motlve in asking is
to see if those applying for employment understand
that laboring for "the county" is really working for
"the people.”

In my brief tenure as an elected official, I've
ohserved that all foo often, people in public service
end up serving the job or themselves, instead of the
people. I make a real effort to remember that my
constifuents are my bosses, they pay my wages and
I answer to them. I try to remind my crew of that
also.

Sometimes [ recelve phone calls from people who
say, " don't mean fo bother youw.” I tell them, "You're
not bothering me. [ work for you. That's why I'm
here.” Sirnply Ustening fo thelr needs and responding
to their concerns gffers them the gratification they
seek. Fve concluded that the concept of public service
is really pretty simple. It is to serve the people.

I hope we've convinced you that serpice is our
motive at District 1. And if we can do befier, please
let us know.



Bridging the Gap Between the Old and the New

One of the most
unsafe bridges in Logan
County has been
replaced, according to
Logan County District |
Commissioner Mark
Sharpton.

The 150-foot truss
span bridge over
Cottonwood Creek on
Academy Road was
declared structurally
deficient by bridge
Inspectors.

Built in 1920, the
bridge had a wooden
deck and serious
structural problems
that needed addressed.
Inspectors gave it a
sufficiency rating of only
21 of 100 points. A
rating of 50 points or
less qualifies a bridge
for federal bridge
replacement funds,

Sharpton received
word at a 2005 County
Commissioners
Conference that funds
for replacing the
deflcient structure had
been approved. The
process for replacement
included acquiring right
of way, environmental
clearance and utility
relocations.

In August 2005,
ODOT awarded a bid to
M. J. Lee Construction
to replace the old bridge
with a new concrete
structure at the cost of
$422.692.33.

Funds for the project
were provided through
the County Bridge and
Road Improvement
Fund, 80% of which

R

Academy Bridge over Cottonwood Creek was constructed in 1920.
Declared unsafe by bridge inspectors, it has been replaced by a new
concrete structiure.

Néw Bridg

comes from the federal government and 20% from the state. Construction began in January 2006 and is
nearly complete. Some dirt work remains and when that is finished, the county will improve the approaches
to the new structure. Sharpton sald the bridge is now wide enough for the safe passage of oncoming
- vehicles and farm equipment. "It's a safety improvement,” he said, "and we're planning more."

~
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