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Over $2 Million In Road
and Bridge Improvements
Coming to District 1
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Commissioner Mark Sharpton learned in
mid-April that District 1 has secured over two
miilion dollars in funding for road and bridge
improvements,

Improvements are for Sooner Road, Broad-
way and replacement of Academy Bridge over
Cottonwood Creek.

Information about the funding was
provided to Sharpton at the Association of
County Commissioners Conference he at-
tended In Oklahoma City.

Two of the improvements should begin late
this year. An overlay of asphailt is planned for
the county portion of Sooner Road from Wa-
terloo to Seward. Work on Academy Bridge is

Constructed in 1920, Academy Bridge
over Cottonwood Creek is scheduled
for replacement this year.
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scheduled to begin in November and should
take about six months to complete. An asphalt
overlay and extended shoulders for Broadway
from Cottontwood Creek south to Waterloo are
scheduled for 2009.

Funding for the projects is provided
through federal money and a state program
which annually allocates money to the coun-
ties from fuel tax. Awards are based on a rank-
ing system.

“Fatalities, injuries and property damage
are all criteria used in judging where funds
are used,” Sharpton said. "Other factors in-
clude traffic counts, access to the state high-
way system, and school bus routes.”

"We did a seven day traffic count and also
obtained County Road Collision Data from
ODOT,"” Sharpton said.

"Broadway ranked highest for funding out
of all 77 counties. It was 15 points higher than
any other road in the state,” he said. "This
was partly due to the high traffic count, which
averaged 5200 vehicles a day.”

"We also requested letters of support from
residents in District 1 who use Broadway regu-
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larly. The response was immediate and
enthusiastic,” Sharpton said. "We thank all
who responded so readily.”

Sharpton said funding camne about because
of planning, preparation and willingness to
work with ODOT and other entities. "It takes
commitment and effort to see these projects
through.”

"You can look at the books for Logan
County and there's about a five-year period
where there was an absence of sizeable
improvements. Perhaps that's because some
of these projects require a lot of preparation.”

"You have to secure right-of-way, get
environmental clearance and submit
preliminary and final plans. Once all that is
done, and the project is approved, then it goes
out for bid. It takes time, so when it finally
happens, it's rewarding.”

"It's a pleasure to be able to do something
significant for Logan County." Sharpton said.

"Last year we resurfaced about 6 1/2 miles
of roadway, and with these new improvements,
we feel we're making a tangible difference for
the people in Logan County and District 1."

. Brush Chipper ]

In Nov. 2004, while attending a workshop
sponsored by the Association of County
Commissioners (ACCO}, District 1 learned that
counties can apply through the ACCO Solid
Waste Program for up to $20,000 toward the
purchase of a brush chipper.

We appiied and received confirmation on
Dec. 10 that we had been funded. Thanks to
the award, District 1 has been able to purchase
anew 2005 Vermeer BC1400X1, Brush Chipper
which will be used to clear hazardous
overgrowth from roadways and intersections.

2005 REAP GRANT AWARDS

ANNOUNCED BY ACOG

Each year, as monies are available, the
legislature appropriates a certain amount of
dollars into the Rural Economic Action Plan
(REAP). Applicants from communities in the
Central Oklahoma region with a population
of under 7,000 are eligible to apply for this
IMORney.

Grants up to 850,000 are available for
community development or transportation
projects. Applications are evaluated on a point
system, with consideration given to
population, need, cost effectiveness, economic
impact and health and safety issues.

Entities whose projects rank the highest
are awarded funding.

This vear, fifteen grant applications were
submitted from entities throughout the
District. They included proposed projects for
the following areas:

g Western Avenue

| Evergreen Hills

* Qakcliff Estates

| One Penn Place

,} Seward

? *Timberlake Estates
| Miracie Way

| Big Sky

| Valley View Estates

| Country View Estates
% Bryant/Charter Oak

i Country Home Estates
| *Cedar Valley

i Green Oaks
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On April 28, 2005, the Assoctation of
Central Oklahoma Governments (ACOG),
announced the grant recipients.

Among them were Timberlake Estates and
Cedar Valley. Timberlake was awarded
$35,000 toward road improvements and
Cedar Valley received approval for $50,000
to improve May Avenue from Whitehouse
Road to Highway 33.

Congratulations to the grant recipients!



County
Clean Up
Scheduled

for
May 21

Tired of Litter on County Roads?
Here's a Chance to Make a Difference!

As an extension of the Oklahoma
Department of Transportations' annual "Trash
Off" Day, Commissioner Mark Sharpton and
District 1 staff are coordinating a local
beautification project.

On Saturday, May 21, we plan to clear litter
from sections of Broadway, Coltrane, Bryant,
sSooner Rd., Santa Fe, and wherever District 1
residents wish to improve the landscape.

ODOT has provided us with 300 trash bags
which the county will dispose of after they are
filled. However, we sure would appreciate help
in filling them.

Can you devote an hour or two to assist
with this project? Perhaps you could aid the
effort by spreading the word and organizing
volunteers.

Clean up will last from 9 a.m. to noon.
Volunteers should meet at IB's Grocery, 101
W. Waterloo. Parking is available south of IB's
at Circle E.

We have requested the Logan County
Sheriff's department to assist with safety
issues. if you wish to help with this clean-up,
just show up, or give us a call at 282-3581.
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Did You Know?

According to Oklahoma Statute 21, Section
1761.1. any person who deliberately dumps
garbage on public or private property without
consent of the property owner shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor.

The fine amount? Not less than $200.00
or more than 85000.00. Jail time? Up to thirty
days. Plus.. . restitution and removal of debris.

Mayhe it's smart to find a trash can!

Job Placement Resources Now
Available to Logan County
Residents

B

Local Office Provides
Convenient Employment Services
For Adults and Youth

As a member of the LEO, a decision-
making board for Workforce Oklahoma,
Commissioner Sharpton is pleased t{o
announce that youth and adults in Logan
County now have job placement resources
available locally.

Sharpton partnered with officials from
Oklahoma and Canadian counties to ensure
that Workforce opened an office in Guthrie.
The local office provides resources to those
who formerly had to drive to Francis Tuttle
for similiar services.

Workforce is a federally funded program
which basically takes the place of what was

known as JTPA.

The program assists job-secking adulis
ages 18 and over by offering information and
tools to help them achieve employment goals.
It also assists youth 16-21 who wish o obtain
a high school diploma or become job ready
and career minded.

Services at the Center Provide:

-—-JOob search resources

—Interviewing tips

~Resume preparation

—Labor market information

—Assessment of basic skills

—-Tutoring

—3upportive services (transportation, etc.)

—Summer employment opportunities

—Information regarding training programs,
tuition costs, unemployment insurance
and veterans' services.

The Center also serves the business

community through job matching.
LA N R SR ERENNENNNN]

For more information about the Logan
County Workforce Center, located on the 3rd
floor of the post office at 201 W. Oklahoma,
call 260-2674.



% Detivery of REAP Rock to Davis Glenn Addition Continues

In 2004, District 1 applied for a REAP grant to improve the qualily of roads i the Davis
Glenn Addition located at the corner of Charter Oak and Broadway.

As a result of the application, a grant in the amount of $24,891.30 was awarded. This
meant that District 1 could begin building up two and one-half miles of roadway within the
addition and applying gravel to form a four-inch road base.

Currently, over 1786 tons of gravel have been delivered to the Davis Glenn area. Improvements
have been made on Chisholm Circle, Chisholm Trail and Deer Trail. Other areas yet to be
covered include Shannon Dr., Woodland Dr., Glenn Trail Dr., and North Short. We are
approximately half-way through this project. Thanks to the grant, Davis Glenn residents can
enjoy improved roadways, as pictured below.

Road Upgrade
Considerations
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While everyone appreciates a
smooth-surfaced roadway, reaching
that point is quite a process.

What are the deciding factors in
choosing which roads to upgrade?

There are several, including traffic
count, population and whether a
road is a school bus route.

Availahility of funds is also a major

consideration. Some roads may

require stabilization before
-~ S resurfacing. Current costs for

Before and after views of Chisholm Trail in Davis Glenn stabilization, chip seal and asphalt

Addition. District 1 has been grading, hauling jill dirt and aying are reflecied below.

gravel as part of an engoing project using REAP funds. Stabilization

20" Roadway {1 mile) = 832,270
22" Roadway {1 mile} = $34,495
24' Roadway {1 mile} = $38,720

Double Layer Chip Seal
20" Roadway {1 milc} = 820,673
22' Roadway {1 mile) = 822,740
24' Roadway {1 mile} = $24.808
{+ prime oil from $5.278-86,336)

Asphalt
{Example i 2" overlay}
20" Roadway (1 mile} = 859,500
22' Roadway {1 mile) = $66,100
24’ Roadway {] mile} = §72.600

In essence, road upgrade decisions
are ultimately a statutory obligation
io do "the best for the most people.”




$ A Financial Overview $ _
o e s s o e s o e . Highway Cash: How It IS Divided m me m v s wu e o - -
And How It Affects YOU!

We recently reviewed the amount of
highway cash District 1 received since January
2003. This was when Commissioner Sharpton
took office and just after the Board of
Commissioners voted in November of 2002 to
change the division of monies in Logan County.

The board voted for 50% of highway monies
to go to District 3, for 31.7% to go to District
2, and for 18.3% to go to District 1. This meant
that highway funds for January 2003 were
distributed as follows:

District 1 received 511,845.58
District 2 received $42,281.09
District 3 received $69,926.65

On February 28, 2003, due to concerns of
the public for fairness, the Board of
Commissioners voted to raise to 28.3% the
amount of highway cash District 1 receives.
That means we are nearer an equitable
division, but not where we ought to be.

In fact, it is our opinion that if monies were
distributed fairly, based upon the state's own
formula, District 1, with its higher population,
should actually receive 36% of the highway
cash appropriated to Logan County.

Had the money been distributed equally
among the three districts, 88 was done in
the past, District 1 would have received an
additional $375,501.00 since January
2003.

Highway cash is derived from fuel tax. it is
collected and appropriated by the state, using
a complex formula. Many believe if they buy
gasoline in a certain county, that specific
cournty will receive the benefit of the tax. This
is not true. The state determines the amount
each county receives.

{If you would like a copy of the formula the
state uses, contact our office.)

After a county receives its appropriation
from the state, it is then divided within the
districts. Historically, the majority of counties
in Okiahoma divide highway funds equally by
thirds. In fact, early in 2003, District 1

conducted a survey of all 77 Oklahoma
countles. We learned that 68 appear to divide
funds in an equal manner. The eight counties
which do not usually face special
circamstances, such as Indian lands or
municipal urban sprawl. These are not
conditions significantly present in Logan
County.

What we would like fo see is a return to
an equal division of funds within the districts.
It is our intenton to work toward what is fair
for all citizens of the county.

If you have an issue you wish to address
before the Board of Commissioners, you can
do so during the first meeting of the month
when time is offered for citizens to be heard.

Board of Comumissioner meetings begin at
10 a.m. and are held in the conference room
of the courthouse annex, at 312 E. Harrison.

Meeting Dates
June July August
Mon.-June & Tues.-July 5 Mon.-Aug. 1
Mon.-June 20  Mon.-July 18 Mon.-Aug. 15

Thurs.-June 30  Fri.-duly 20 Wed, Aug, 31
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On the morning of Wednesday, March 30,
2005, Logan County officials and employees
were shocked and saddened to learn of the
death of District 3 Commissioner Leon
Vadder.

Mr. Vadder had been ill, but his sudden
death was unexpected and we extend heart-
felt sympathy to his family and friends.

In the absence of Mr. Vadder, the position
of Commissioner is currently being fifled by
his first deputy.

According to Oklahoma Statute, Title 26,
Section 12-111, the governor must call an
election within 30 days to fill the vacancy.
Governor Henry has done so.

The primary for the District 3
Commissioner's seat is June 14, and the gen-
eral election will be held July 12,




E Education Corner

Frequently Asked Questions

Question:
Can I buy a tinhorn_from the county, and
will the county install it_for me?

Answer:

The county does not sell tinhorns, but we
can install them. However, installation is only
permitted on county right-of-way. You must
purchase the tinhorn yourself.

We are not allowed to install tinhorns on
private property or private roads, and instal-
lation depends on weather and the work
schedule of our road crew.

Question:
Does the property tax I pay go toward road
maintenance?

Answer:

No. Property tax does not go toward road
improvements. This is a common misconcep-
tion. Property tax is used as follows:

-87.5% goes to schools
-1 0% goes to the general fund
(The general fund includes courthouse up-
keep and utilities, supplies for the jail. and
salaries for elected officials.)
—2.5% is allocated fo the county health
department

Question:

What is the sales tax rate in Logan County?
(vontinued - opposite column)

Commissioner Mark Sharpton
Logan County District 1

2315 S.W. 19th

Guthrie, OK 73044

(405) 282-3581

Answer:

Currently, residents of Logan County pay
8.75% in sales tax. The breakdown is as fol-
fows:

—4.50 cents go to the state

—1.25 cents go 1o the county

{the hospital receives 1 cent, and fire

departments receive .25)

—3.00 cents go to the city

Beginning July 1, 2005, since voters ap-
proved a 3/4 cent tax for the construction
and operation of a new county jail, the sales
tax rate will increase to 9.50 cents.

Question:
Why does the county maintain some roads
and not others?

Answer:

As much as we'd like to respond to every
request for road improvement, there are
private roads as well as certain areas in the
city limits of Guthrie where the county is not
allowed to work. These include Seward Rd.,
1/2 miles east of Broadway, around the lake
and over to I-35, Forrest Hills, just east of
Bryant Lane to just east of Oakwood Drive,
and Lakewood Dr., east of Bryant/Academy.

We have marked these roads with signs
indicating where county maintenance begins
and ends, in order to clarify the boundaries.

District 1 News... is published by the office of
Commissioner Mark Sharpton. Our office is located at
2315 S.W. 19th, Cuthrie. An "open door” policy is In
effect and visitors are welcome. You may reach us at
282-3581, or e-mail marksharptont sbeglobal.net,

Office hours are 8:00 a.m, to 4:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
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